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have done evil, unto thé resurrection of damnation.’« 
These words are considered as teaching a literal re- 
surrection of all the déad at the end of this world, and 
that some shall come forth to enjoy endless life or hap- 
piness. and others to endure endless damnation or mis- 
ery. I shall now attempt to show that they relate to 
no such time, nor teach any such doctrine. Let us 
then inquire, 

ist. What time is meant by the expression, “/he 
hour is coming.” 1 need hardly observe, that the 
word hour, bere, does not mean precisely what we 
callan hour. The same word is often rendered time 
in other passages, and is so rendered by some transta- 
tors, in this very passage. Jf the phrase, “the hour ta 
coming,” means the hour or time of thé literal resurrec- 
lion ofall the dead, it is the only place where it isso us- 
ed in all the bible. A single example does nol occur 
where this expression is used in reference fo such a per- 
iod. What was the hour or time then our Lord refer® 
|red to? He had used in verse 25, precisely the same 
Greek expression, hoti erketai hora, ‘the hour is com- 
ing.” But in its usage in both these places, we can- 
not learn any thing with certainty what time is refer- 
redto. Well, let us have recourse to other texte 


scripture fulfilled in your years; that is to say. this 
day is the gospel preached to the poor; this day are 
the broken hearted healed; ¢his day is liberty pro- 
claimed to the captives; thes day is the prison opened 
‘to them that are bound. 
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PREACHING TO SPIRITS IN PRISON, 

AN EXTRACT PROM A DISCOURSE OW THAT SUBJECT. Here Jesus in person preach- 

‘\] do not conceive that Jesus preached to those very | ed to the “epirits in prison,” which chews the there is 
people who were disobedient in the days of Noah. I no necessity of applying the passage in Peter to the 
prefer rather the opinion of the authors of the improv- | future state. : 
ed version. They say, ‘‘he preached, not to the same | “But the passage in Peter alludes probably to the 
individual persons, but to men like them, in the same | Gentiles rather than the Jews, though bot b may bave 
gircumstances, to the race of the Gentiles, to the des- | been justly considered “spirits in prison.” The preaeh- 
cendants of those who had formerly been disobedient, | ing to those spoken of in Peter did not commence pee 
and refused the call of the spirit in Noah’stime. Many ,t!! after Jesus was put to death in the flesh and quick- 
had been obedient. ‘The apostle is contrasting the | ered by the spirit. To these Gentiles Christ aid not 
success of the gospel with the unsaccessfulness of No- | preach personally, but by his spirit. “By which also 
ab’s preaching under the direction of the same spirit of | ne ar and preached ware the spirits in prison.” — 
God.” See their votes to 1 Peter iii. 18, 19,20. And| This spirit was communicated to the apostles after the 
Wakefield’s translation of this passage favors this idea. | #scension of our Lord. He promised it to them before 
“In which indeed he went and preached. to the minds, he was erncified, “I will pray the Father, and he 
ef men in prison; who were also hard to be convinced | shall give you another comforter, that he may abide 
in former times; as when the patience of God contin- | With you forever; even the spirit of truth ; whom the 
ned waiting iv the days of Noah.” world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neith 
er knoweth him: but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
with you. I will not leave you comfortless, J will | 





In view of this 
translation, we are under no necessity of supposing 
that Christ preached to men who lived in Noah's 


time. 


come to you.” From this we learn, not only that they 
“The most rational view of the passage I think to be 


were to have the spirit, but that in that spirit, they 
that which several writers have taken of it, both in 


were virtually to have Christ. “I will not leave you 
Europe and America, viz. ‘That after the resurrection of comfortless, I will come to you.”? They were not to 





where it is used by the same writer, for we do not find 
it used by any other, and let us see what time he dig 
refer to by the words, tthe hour is coming.” In Joho 
iv. 21, he uses the very same Greck phrase, though 





a little varied in its rendering in our version. “Jesus 
saith unto her, woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 
when ye shall neither in this mountain, vor yet at Je- 
rusalem, worship the Father.’? Did our Lord here 
mean, that at the general resurrection of the dead,jeo- 
ple should peither ‘worship at mount Gerizzim nor at 
Jerusalem? No man will say so. What period did 
he then refer to? Let us hear Dr. Whitby on this 
text. ‘This controversy, saith Christ, will shortly be 
decided by removing the occasion of it, viz. This way 
of worshipping God by sacrifices, and by giving liberty 
to worship God with spiritual sacrifices in any place, 
as the prophet Malachi foretold, chap. i. 11." his 
then took place at the end of the age, when the Jew- 
ish system was abolished, their temple destroyed, and 


Christ. his spirit was comthunicated to the apostles, by ) enter upon the work of preaching the gospel to every 
which they preached to those who were in captivity | ercafure until they had received this spirit. ‘Behold, 
{o sin, who endured a spiritual slavery, and hence || send the promise of my Fatber upon you: but tarry 
who were “spirits in prizon.” jye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with 


“No intelligent reader of the scriptures need to be! nower from on high.” In obedience to this command 


informed, that it was a common practice with the sa-. they waited and **were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
cred writers to represent men while in a state of igoo- | and began to speak with other tongues, as the spirit 
pauce and sin. as being in‘’captivity, as being slaves. | gave them utterance.”? What can be plainer than 
‘that the apostles tanght by the spirit of Christ? Was 
it not by this that Jesus wae to preach to the “spirits 
lin prison?” Did not Jesus then by his spirit preach to 
Paul was one of the ‘spirits iu prison” of whom Peter'them, when the apostles declared the gospel to the 
spake; | qnote this to shew that the sacred writer re- Gentiles? Thus notwithstanding Jesus was in heav- 
preseot a state of sin, as a state of captivity or impri pen, by these means he could preach to spirits in prison 
soument. The liberty of the gospel is the contrast to; on earth. Hence Peter says in a verse succeeding 
this state. Paul says to the Galatians, **Stand fast, the passage under consideration. ‘*Who is gone into they scattered among all hations. When Paul wrote 
therefore, in the Jiberty wherewith Christ hath made! heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels, and|'© the believing Hebrews, it was ready to vanish 
you free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of! authorities and powers, being made subject unto him.” | @Way, Heb. viii. 13; and they saw the day when it 
houdage.” ‘Mhese Galations had been in captivity, | This agrees with what Mark says concerning the apos- | should take piace appfoaching. Heb. x. 26. It was 
they were once “spirits in prison; but CLrist, or|tles, “they went forth and preached every where, the | so near when Jobu wrote his first epistle, that the last 
rather the spirit of Christ iv the aposties, had made | Lord working with them, and confirming the word with | DOr bad arrived, chap. ii. 18. It is evident then, 
them: free: that John used the phrase “the hour is coming,” in 

“This subject is illustrated by Isaiah xlii. 6,7, “I 'reterence to the end of the Jewish dispensation, as is 
the Jord have calle? thee in rivhtesusuess, and will | evident from this text, and had used it previously to 
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and will give his utlering this expression in the passage under eon- 
thee fora covenant of the people, for a light of the sideration, Nor ie this the only instance of its pre- 
Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the vious usage in the same sense, for in verse 23d of the 
prisoners from the prison, aud them that sit in dark- same chapter, we find John uses precisely the same 
Sess out of the prison ‘houss.”” Here the same is language he used verse 25th of this very discourse, 
meant hy opening the blind eyes, as by bringing the | “the hour cometh and now is.°—*But the hour com- 
Prisoners out of the prison. eth, and now is, when the true worshippers shall wor- 
ship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him.’? At the time Chvist 
spoke, these who believed in him worshipped the 
Father in spirit and in truth. But the hour was éoia- 
ing when this should be also done, anc dove more per 
fectly and extensively by the removal of the forms of. 
Mosaic ritual, and the extension of Christ’s religion in 
the world. No man thinks, that the pericd here re- 
lerced to, by “the hour is-coming,”? is the hour of the 
general resurrection of the dead at the end of thie 


‘Paul says, “But | see another law iv my members war- 
riny against the law of my mind, and bringing me info 


capfivily to the law of sin,’ &c. | do not mean that 





signs following.” RicHARDS. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITORS, 


(Concluded from page 104.) 











Rut what completely satisfies me, that no change of 
subject ie made from a figurative to a literal resurrec 
tion in verse 27, is the very passage in question for 
consideration. To this | shall now pay atlention. It 
is then said, **Marvel not at this.” Marvel not at 
God is upon me: because the Lord hath anointed me what, let it be asked? Evidently at the things our 
to preach good tidings unto the meek ; he hath sent | Lord had just been stating, that the Father had given 
me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty ‘ta the Son to have life in bimself, and also authority io 
to the captives and the opening of the prison to then Marvel not at this, “for the hour 


The prophet figuratively 
féscribes the delivering of men from ignorance by the 


power of the gospel, 
Wc 


“ee also Isaiah Ixi. 1, “The spirit of the Lord 


‘execute judgement. 


that are bound.” ‘This passage of scriptuce our Lord ‘is coming, in the which ail that are inthe graves shal! 
quoted and applied to himself, as may be seen by re )hear his voice, an Ishall come forth; they that have 
fecing to Loke iv. 18. Aud he said, “this day is this | dene good, unto the resurrection of life; und they that 
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wotld, Did the Father sonia such to worship bins at. it is almost wonecessary fo say any thiog on the re-. 
the general resurrection of the dead? | mainder of the passae. 
But again, John says, chapter xvi. 2, erketai hora’ 
“the hour cometh that whosoever killeth you will; dead, for no.one preien | 
think that he doeth God service.” He.adds, verse 4, | place at the destruction « 
*‘And these things have | told you, that when fhe (ime can be proved, that the pi 
shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them.” | does refer to the time of th 
Were the apostles killed at the hour or time of the dead, all idea of punishment in a future state mnst be | 
general resurrection? [t would be idle to show that | abandoned from this passage. 
the period referred to is that which immediately pre- 9° expectation of ever seeing 
ceeded the destruction of Jerusalem, see Mat. xxiv. 
9—15, &c. No one thinks our Lord meant, that, | 
shen the time came at the general resurrection the! 2d. 
apostles would remember that he had told them of place, at ‘the hour is coming.” 
their being killed while he was on earth. The time dered resurrection in this passage, is anastasis. 
that they should remember what he had told them, | taken for granted by many, that this word signifies 
was the same time at which he who killedany of them | only a literal resurrection, and most people think it 
would think that he did God service. But was this, can mean nothing else. But this isa great mistake, as 
at the resurrection of the dead? | the following quotations shew.. Dr. Campbell on Mat. 
But John uses the same phrase erketai hora, in verse | xxii. 23, thus writes, ‘*The word avastasis, or rather 
25. **These things have | spoken unto yon in proverbs : | the phrase, anastasis ton nekron, is indeed the common 
he time cometh, when | shall no more speak unto you | term, by which the resurrection, preperly so cailed, is 
ia proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father.” | denominated in the New Testament. Yet this is 
And adds in verse 32, *-Behold he hour cometh, yea is | neither the only, nor the primitive import of the word 
ow come, idou erketai. hora kai pun eleluthen, that ye anastasis. It denotes simply, being raised from inactiv- 
shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shal) | ity to action, or from obscurity to eminence, or a returv 
senve me alone: and yet J am not alone, because the | | to such a state, after an interruption. The verb avis- 
Father is with me.” Did Christ not shew his disci- |temi bas the like latitude of signification, and both 
i les plainly of the Father until the resurrection of the | words are used in this extent by the writers of the 
‘oad? And is it to be at the resurrection of the dead | New Testament, as well as by the seventy. Agreea- 
‘hat they are to be scattered every man to his own ?— ly therefore to the original import, arising from a 





wsaleo, 
e, ‘the hour is coming,”’ 
‘iteral resurrection of the 


At any rate, I ought 
| produced. But | shall proceed to consider, 


The nature of the resurrection, said to take 
The word twice ren- 


‘t the apprehension of Christ in the garden, all his seat is properly termed anastasis, so is awaking out of | 


liceiples forsook him and fled, &c. ‘This period an- | sleep, or promotion from an inferior condition. ‘The 
swers to the hour which he said,—*tis now come.”— | Word occurs in this last sense, Luke ii. 34. see also 
Avain, af the destruction of Jerusalem they were scat- | ' Parkhurst, as quoted in the Magazine Nov. 12, ult.Other 
tered every man to his own, for all were commanded | authorities might be quoted in proof, but these are 
‘o hasten their escape. See Mat. xxiv. 16—23. This | sufficient. 
auswegs to the period, **The hour cometh,” in the a- | surrection, determines nothing about a literal resurrec- 
vove passages. If it is uot then settled, that the hour | tion. 
which was coming, in the which all that are in the| No person can suppose, that these writers write so, 
graves should come forth, does not refer to the literal | with any design to favor my views of this passage.- 
reeurrection of the dead, |, shall for ever despair of as- | But | ask, eould they have written any thing wore to 
vertaiging the sense of any text of scripture. If John, ™Y purpose, if this had actually been their design ?— 
s permitted to explain his own meaning, “the hour is It is easily perceived, that their definition of anastasis, 
coming” is precisely fixed by him in these texts now | allows me a very wide range of interpretation. 
quoted, He used this language, both before and af- allow me to consider anastasis to denote **being raiset 
ter this discourse with the unbelieving Jews, and in all | rom inactivity to action, or from obscurity to ewinence, 
the places where he used it, no one will say he refer- | 4 return to such a state after an interruption. is- 
red to the hour of the literal resurrection of the dead. 
These are all the passages where I can find this 
phraseology used. It is evident that the time of the 
resurrection of the dead is not meant, but the hour or 
time of the destruction of Jerusalem. This 1 think no 
candid map can or will dispute. It is designated by 
the general expression, “the hour is coming.” Nor 
could our Lord designate this time more definitely, 
for he says Mat. xxiv. 36, **But of that day and hour 
kuoweth no mab, no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
Father only.”’ It is notorious, how frequently this 
period is referred to by the word hour. Although, it 
was certain, that it should come on the generation of 
Jews whom our Lord addressed, yet he commanded his 
disciples to watch, for they knew neither the day nor 
the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. It will vot 
certainly be disputed, that if the time expressed by 
‘the hour is coming,” be as I have stated, it changes 
the whole aspect of the passage. It determines the 
things said to he done at this time, for it was at the 
hour that was coming, all that were in the graves 
should hear Christ’s voice. ‘To disprove my views, it 
must then be proved, that the period referred to, by 
**the hour is coming,” is the literal resurrection of all 
the dead. We do not think it of much use to prove 
this by asserting it. Let it be shewn by an appeal to 


the scriptures that this is the sense the sacred writers 
attached to this expression. 


If these remarks, fixing the period, ‘the hour is 


\awaking out of sleep, or promotion from an inferior 
condition,’’ as well as a literal resurrection from death. 
What has led to the idea of a literal resurrection be- 
ing taught in this passage, is its being said, **the hour 
is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shali 
hear his yoice.”» Bat why not also conclude frown 
verse 25, that ‘the dead” are the naturally dead? We 
have as much reason to conclude, that **the dead,”’ are 





means persons literally in the tombs or sepulchres verse 
28, until it is satisfactorily shewn that our Lord chang- 
ed the subject of bis discourse from a figurative toa 
literal resurreciion. But has this ever been, or will it 
ever be proved? That persons are said to be in the 
grares who are pot naturally dead is easily proved; 
yea that this is said of the Jewish nation is obvious 
from Ezek. xxxvii. 11, 12, 13, 14, **Then he said unto 
me, son of man, these bones are the whole house of |s- 
rael: behold, they say, our bones are dried, and our 
hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. Therefore 
prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behoid, O my people, I! will open your graves, and 
cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring 
you into the laud of Israel. And ye shall know that I 
am the Lord, when | have opened your graves, O my 
people, and brought you up out of your graves, aud 
shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live; and I 





It is a plain case then, tbat the word re- | 


shey. 


ing from a seat is properly termed aunastasis, so is | 


the naturally dead in verse 25, as that in the grares | 





UNIVERSAL ISP MA WA ZINBS 


‘the Lord.” Here it is said they were not only in the 


it shews, that the resurrec- | graves, but are said to have their graves opened, and, . 
tion mentioned, canwet be a literal resurrection of the | to be brought up out of their graves, yet no one ever 
such a resurrection took | thought of a literal resurrection, but only a revival of 
Unless then it, the nation as to their moral or political condition. ‘The 


Jews were familiar with such a mode of speaking, ag 


‘is evident from the quotation made from Whitby on }’ 


Peter iv. 6, above, It appears to me, that our Lord 


The proof of this I have, when he uttered the passage under consideration, had 


ithe above passage from Ezekiel in view, for he uses 


_to be excused from prdeheai bie my remarks, until it is! ‘the very same Greek word rendered graves, as is used 


in the seventy version of that text. Whe Jewish na- 
tion whom our Lord addressed, had lone been ing 
state of moral and political death. 


of the prophet, were in the grares. 
der our Lord’s ministry bad heard his voice, and were 


pressed in the phrase ‘‘notw 7s,” verse 25, 
says in the 28th, 


i 


come forth.” Come forth from what? 
this moral and political death, &c. But this coming 
forth shall be very different in some from others, for, 
Ist. They that have done good shall come forth 
‘unto the resurrection of lite.’ Ifthe *hourtbat was 
coming, was not at the literal resurrection of the dead, 
neither can the life mentioned be understood of natur- 
allife. To maintain a decent congruity in the pat 
sage requiresthis. ‘The life must be understood im 
upison with the nature of the time and resurrection 
| mentioned, What life then is this? 4 answer thé 
}same life to which our Lord refers, Mat. xviii. 8; 
je herefore, if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cot 


j 
| them of}, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee 





to enler inta life halt or maimed, 
| two hands or two feet. to be cast into everlasting fire. 
And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it 


it is better for thee fo enter inio life with 


out. and cast it 


from thee: 
} e . 
} one eye, rather thar having two eyes to be cast lote 


lhell fire.” See also Mark ix. 43-47. But notice, 


that in verse 48, what is called eniering into liie 10 the, 


| other texts, is called entering “into the kingdom of 
God.” In the ‘Inquiry’ into the words Sheol, &e, 
I have shewn, that hell fire, and everlasting fire, are 


the same thivg, and that both refer to the temporal — 


judgments of God. It bas been also shewn, that te 
enter into life, apd into the kmgdom of God mean the 
|saine thing, and both these refer to enteriog into our 
Lord’s 
Jewish dispensation was to come with power. Then 
he was to come in his glory, the redemption of his dis» 
ciples drew near, and atthis period they were to shine 
forth in the kingdom of their Father. | think I cas 
also shew, that the everlasting life into which the 
righteous are said to go, Mat. xxy. 46, is the same 
life as in the passage beforeus ‘They that had done 
evi! went away into everlasting punishment. and they 
that had done good unto life eternal. ‘ihis cavoct 
however be done here. It shews however, the truth of 
one of my reasons for declining a consideration of this 
text, and 2 Cor. v. 10, as my sentiments must appext 
to great disadvantage when not fully laid before the 
reader, 

2d. And they that have done evil unfo the resurreé- 
tion of damnation. It has bees noticed above, that 
the word rendered damnation here, is the same as i® 
rendered judgment verse 22, and condemnation versé 
24. This damnation, is then the condemna‘ion into 
which those who believed should not come,—the judg- 
ment the Father committed to the Sen, and which he 
gave him authority to execute, see verses 22, 24, 27. 
Was'this then either endless or limited punich aveut Ti) 

a future state? From what has been already said, Ly 





should thiuk pot. Every reader wi!! anticipate the 


sball place you in your own lands: then shal! ye know ' answer that it must be the damnation or pas ishment 


Gaming," to the destruction of Jerusalem be correct, | that I the Lord bath spoken it, and perlormed it, saith , | inflicted on meu at the end of the Jewish dispensation, 


They: were noti ) 
It ig , Ouly dead, but buried in their lusts, of in thé language. 
A few of them an... 


revived to moral or spiritual life, during the time ex.» 
But he». 
*Lhe hour is coming in the which ali’ 
that are in the grives shall hear bis voice and shah’ 
They shail’: 
come forth from this state of inactivity to action, from’ 


rather than having, 


kingdom in this world, which at the end of the 


“aS 8 
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ce, tect re , » 1h -* “ bm) ™ . ’ Begs 
the subject of hopeful conversion. Her relation of what 
was called her religious experience was such, as to al- 


ighly fa-'I have ‘considered io the inquiries referred to above, 
.and which I wish to have completed. 


ho were so h 
it will not be denied, 


pecially on that nation w 
ord’s ministry. 


-_—_ 


and €s§ 


yoréd with our I 


anthetherefore nee 
forth to the resurrection ef damnation or punishment 


at this period. They bave gone away unto everlaet 
joy punishment, Mat. xxv. 46,—and are punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the ‘Lend, 
a‘thes. i. 9. This is not only a matter of scripture 
testimony, but is also a matter of fact. 

Though most people, would excuse me from purst- 
ne this subject further, yet | shall here introduce all 
the places in the New Testament, where the word 
krisis here rendered damnation is used, that we may 
see how it is applied by the sacred writers. It will 
sot only confirm all I bave said, bat will shew the 
connexion between my views of this passage and others 
to which I alluded at the commencement. The 
word krisis occurs, verses 22, 24, 27, 29, 30, of thig 
discourse, sufficiently noticed already. In John iii. 19, 


it is rendered condemnation.» And this is the con- | them, thai they are mistaken. My religious opinions | 


demnation, that light is come inte the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, 
were evil.” It occurs in the following places and is 
vendered judgment. Mat. xii. 18, 20. Actes viii. 33. 
Jobn vii. 24, and viii. 15, 16, and xii. 31, and xvi. 8, 
11. «Mat. xxiii. 28, and Luke xi..42. As no person 
would contend, 
texts t 
any. remarks. In Mat. v. 21,22. 1 Tim. v. 24, it is 
also rendered judgment, and refers to a judicial sen- 
tence. 
tion, and means a mental judgment or decision. 


1 find krisis rendered judgmen/, and in the ploral judg- | 


ments, and is used to express God’s judgments on the 
great whore, &c. Rev. xix. 2, and xvi. 7, and xiv. 7, 
and xviii. 10. Noremarks are necessary, for no sensi- 
ble person would contend, 
punishments were inflicted in a future state. 


that these judgments or 


In the following texts, the phrase, ‘“‘the day of jodg- | 


ment” occurs, Mat. x. 15, and xi, 22, 24, and xii. 36. 
Mark vi. 11. Luke x. 14. 2 Peter ii. 9, and iii. 7.— 
1 John iv. 17. In the following it is “the judgment,” 
Mat. xii. 41. 42. Luke xi. 31.32. Now, the word 
readered judgment ip these texts, is krisis. In my an- 
swer to Mr, Sabiue, | have attempted to shew, that, 
“the judgment,” and “the day of judgment,” is that 
which came on the Jewish nation at the end of the 


age or dispensation. If this be correct, it is easily per- 


ceived, that it is (he same as the resurrection of dam- 


nation in the passage we are considering. But forthe 
proof adduced, | must beg leave to refer to the answer, 

In 2. Thes. i. 5, krisis is also rendered judgment. In 
& Communication in the Magazine, vol. 5, on th 


whole. context. | have attempted fo shew. that **the 


righteous judzment” of God mentioned, refers to the 


hi 
| beg leave to refer the reader 


fame temporal judgment which came on the Jewis 
bation, To this ai<0. 


forthe proot. In Mat: xxiii. 33, krisis is rendered 


damnation,—*“how can ve escape the damnation of 
hell.” In the “Inquiry into the words Sheol, Hades, 
fe" T think # have proved, that this has no refer- 
ence to a punishment ina place called he}! in a future 
tate, but to the same temporal calamities which came 
1 the Jewish nation, The same damnation as in the 
P**size before us, 
; But this word is rendered damnation and judzment 
m the following passages, and in all of them it is sup- 
pored to refer to punishment in a future state, The 
blasphemer against the «pirit wasin danger of efernal 
Someta, Mark iii. 29. In Heb. x. 27, we read of a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment. In James ii. 
1°, of sme who shall have judgment without mercy. 
Av‘ \» jude xiv. 15, it is said, “hehold the Lord com- 
rid, ten thousand of his saints to execute judg- 
eikele One 2 Peter ii. 4, “For if God spared not the 
“tua “ siuned but cast them down to hell, and de 
em into chains of darkness, to be reserved 


Nato judgment.” See also Jude 6. All these texts, 


d not be proved, that they came. 


o future punishment, tam saved the labor of tion of Christ, and surely uot very comforting 


The last text in which krisis occur, is Heb. ix. 27,' 
“and as it is appointed unto men once to die, but af- 
ter this the judgment.” This is considered I presume, | 
the most plausible text in the whole Bible, iu favor of 
a judgment or punishment, after the dissolution of soul 
and body. It is in every person’s mouth, and is con- 
. sidered conclusive on the subject of future punishment. 
Iam willing to concede to them,that it is the most plain 
and plausible, and was oncé’so considered by myself. 
Now, |! would only say, that if | cannot shew, that it 
has no refereuce to limited or eadless misery in a tu- 
ture state, | am willing that every line | have written, 
contrary to the endless misery of the wicked, may be 
for ever blotted out. Mauy persons whom I highly 
‘esteem, lament my change of opinion on this subject, 
and no doubt think that I have shut my eyes against 


ford to all an unequivocal testimony of her having un- 
}dergoue the operation of the new birth, and she was 
considered as a valuable fropliy of the victory of true 
religion, over the powers of darkness. rt greeter 
But, alas ! how deceptive, are all appearances found- 
ed in flights of the imagination, abstract from the dic- _ 
tates of reason, and opposed fo the well known laws of 
nature, and the principles of méral goodihess. Miss 
L. embraced the doctrines of Calvinism, in'their primi- 
tive form, in their pure and unadulterated state. And 
while the first excitement continued, she was satisfied. 
At length, however, this excitement wore off; the ve- 
hemence of the fire of enthusiasm, having consumed ~ 
all its fuel, subsided, the mind was reduced to its for- 
mer calmness and tranquility, and time given for re-- 
flection. In ‘the mean’ time; Miss L. was married to 





all suchtexts. I hope if my life is spared, to shew to 


are changed, decidedly changed on this subject, but 


because their deeds this change has been produced, by what I believe to’ 


be more enlarged and correct views of scripture. | 
feel a strong desire to shew them this, not only in my 
own defence, but that they also may be led to exam- 
ipe the scriptures, and renounce opinions, dishonorable 


to their 
own minds. 


But I must close this lengthy communication. A 


And in 2 Peter ii. 11, it is rendered accusa- | “Disciple of Truth” presses this question upon me ; “If trary tyrant.” F 
Bot the doctrine of a future judgment and retribution be | "ated, from this time they commenced. 


‘not true,how will you accoant for the fact,thaf our Lord 
bould use expressions which so literally express what 
| is not true, and so perfectly calculated to lead people 
to believe it??? Answer. The sense which men bave 
‘put on our Lord’s expressious, lead them to believe 
‘this doctrine. But the question is, was this the sense 
our Lord attached to such expressions? ‘If it was not, 


‘then all the blame lies with men, who have attached 
‘such a sense to his expressions. Whether } have 
' shewn their sense to be faise,aud have given a correct 
_view of our Lord’s meaning, is submitted for the can- 
| did consideration of a *ivisciple of iruth.” 


lam yours, &c. W. BALFour. 





CLERICAL JOKE, 





ing, happening ove morving to take breakfast with 
‘some of the more liberal creed, remarked that the cof- 
jee had a singular taste. ‘The rest of the company 
‘could discover nothing but the flavor of the bean. The 
| Dr. onee more appl:ed his gustatories, and was sure it 
‘had the ‘taste of su/phur.’ * 1 suspect, facetiously 
| retorted his brother in biack, that the coffee is good e- 
nough, but you bave not got the taste out of your mouth 


| since jast Sunday. Chris, Telescope. 





FOR THE U NIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
GENUINE EFFECTS OF CALVINISM. | 


In a village, in the County of Bristol, Mass. there 
lived some seven or eight years since, a Mrs. B-, a hap 
less mapiac, with whom the writer was well acquaint- 
ed, and whose condition and history, made ap impres. 
sion on his mind, never to be obliterated. While iv the 
prime of life, and while Mrs. B. was yet an unmarried 
girl, possessing a strong mind and force of intellect, that 
seldom falls to the lot of the female, a revival of relig 
ioa, so called, took place in the town of S, in which, she 
then resided. The work spread widely, and its opera- 
tion was powerfal. Sally L—, the maiden name of 
Mrs. B—, was drawn into the vortex with other young 
persons, and being naturally, of a sanguine disposition, 
and possessing feelings easily excited, she was soon Car- 
ried away with the excitement of the times ; & became 





Dr. Griffin, celebrated for orthodex and hot print} 


Mr. B—, and soon after the stené exhibited a sad re- 
verse. Her.good sense, and deep penetration, did not 
fail in time, to point out to her, the nature and ten- 
dency of the doctrine, she had ¢mbraced, and which, 
she firmly believed. She contemplated with horror, 
‘the idea, that the Almighty Being had formed millions 
(of the human race for endless perdition, She became 
| dissatisfied—She still believed the doctrine true—She 


that any reference is made in these to the character of God, at variance with the salva- | concluded it was unjust; a conclusion she could not 


avoid; and the consequent result, to which she at 
| length arrived was, and which she did not hesitate to _ 
| declare, in so many words, ‘God is an unjust, an arbi 
From this source, ber troubles origt 


| Believing that to be a Christian, she must be recom 
cited to the will of God, and tbat if she were not @ 
, Christian, she must be eternally miserable, being ab- 
| solutely anable to acquiesce in what she supposed to be 
the Divine will, she drew the inference, that iv join- 
‘ing the church, she had been deceived ;' that God had 
wrought this deception, that she might commit the on- | 
pardonable siv, and be damned forever! These views 
plunged her into despair, and despair drove her to dix 
traction! Her delirium however, was of the inter- 
‘miftant kind; when ber fits were on her, she was per-. 
‘fectly wild and incoherent; she was the’ picture of | 
| buman misery. But io ber rational moments, if such 
jthey might be cailed, the picture was heightened, 
| when she evlered on religious conversation, if possible, 
;in a tenfold degree. 
At such times, her frame which had more the ap- 
pearance of a skeleton. than of a living beiug, became — 
| convulsed with agony: her haggard countenance wag 
| distorted with rage, and her Jarge and fine black eyes, 
'which retained their vatural lustre, darted fury at 
| every glance ; and her clenched fists were extended to. 
ward heaven,.in token of defiance, while, with her 
voice half choked with passion, she would boldly de- 
fy the Almighty Power to make her more miserable , 


‘}and vainly wish the ability to burl the Al-Powerful 


tyrant from his eternal throne. When, having’ spent 
her rage, and exhausted her strength, a ‘flood of tears 
would gush from her eyes, and water her care-worn 
cheeks. Her appearance would instantly change from 
that of rage and madness, to that of grief: despair 
would resume her seat in the breast, and every feature 
and every word, indicate feelings of the deepest, and 
most heart-rending anguish. Inthe voice of despair, 
in the language of expostulalion, she would deplore 
her miserable fate, and with the deepest anziety in- 
quire, ‘Why has the Almighty made me thus? Why 
does he thus torment me ?” 

Such was the bapless fate of Mrs, B—. Such the 
cruel torment, in which she lived, for more than twen- 
ty long years, under the influence of the creed of Cal- 
vin. Ojten have | seea bet, writhing in agony, bow- 
ed dewn beneath her load of woes. Often have I «on- 
versed with her, and used my endeavors to soothe her 
agitated mind, to mitigate her misery, and to restore 
‘peace to her troubled’ breasts Often hare ! shed the 
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tear of compassion, over her accumulated and unpa- give us, while in mortal life, we have led virtuous and 
ralleled sufferings. But she is gone! worn down with devout lives; and this we urge as our claim to thine ammarese 
misery, her mortal remains rest beneath the grassy ‘infinite mercy,” and to ‘eternal life and joy.” They BOWRING®S HYMNS, 
turf, and her spirit we trust, removed from earthly furthermore add—We knew it was our duty tolove| 4 jittle volume has lately been published in 
‘oils, dwells in the presence of that God, whose digni- | thee with all our hearts, and we have faithfully per- | land, entitled “‘Hymns by John Bowring. It is tt 
iy she insulted while here, only from mistaken views formed it—We knew that it was required of us, that | og asa sequel to the work entitied ‘Mattins and ei 
of his character. | we should love our neighbors as ourselves, and we pers.” We take the tollowing fro n the Repository and 
Reader, the foregoing narrative is no fiction. Hund- _have constantly done it—We clearly understood, by | tne Reformer, just received. ‘Those who are picased 
reds of living witnesses might be brought forward,— the light thou gavest us, that it was our duty always) with devotional poetry,” says the Reformer, ia aliusiog 





From the (Boston) Christian Kegister, 











witnesses of the Calvinistic faith too, who would frank- | to do unto others as we would that they should do to} ¢, this work, ‘* will find here the happy union oj sbeig if 
iy declare, that the pictare so far from being too high- us, and we have never deviated. There is not one of | ¢yraj theology, warm affections and a beautiful imagive- . 
iy colored, falls very far short of the awful reality. I this numerous company who is seen to smite on his} tion. “3 
shall offer no farther comment, than merely to request breast, and heard to say, “God, be mercifulto me,a SLEEP OF THE RIGHTEOUS DEAD & 
you to compare this parrative with the creed above | sinner.” rae ' . ie 
mentioned, and answer the question—Was not Mrs. 2dly. The sentiment here expressed, and the man- They rest in silence and in peace b 


Beneath the verdant sod; 
They slumber in their biesseduese, 
Aud they are watch’d by Gal, 


ner in which it is expressed, indicates, that Unitarians 
‘have no definite ideas of divine goodness, nor of the 
‘meaning of the words “infinite mercy of God.” What 
| need is there of infinite mercy in the case where man 
‘has not violated the light God has given? Can such 
}a man say, with the least propriety, **Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and ia thy sight ?”’ 

Sdiy. According to the sentiment here held up, our 
_heavenly Father exposes us to all the severities of that 
| righteous retribution, beyond the grave, in which Uni- 
| tarians believe, by giving us that light which we vio- 

late by tranegression. If God had kept this light ftom 
us if would have secured to us “‘eternal life and joy,” 
‘which even his “infinite mercy, declared in Jesus 
Christ," cannot now grantus! If Unitarians can un- 
‘derstand all this and maintain it, | humbly hove they 
will find no more fault with Trinitarians for holding to 
contradictions, and maintaining them. What more | 
palpable contradiction did Trinitarians ever advance, 
than to contend that God bas “in infinite mercy,” en- 


B. a consistent Calvinist. AMICUS. 





cts copay eervperye + Pye covers tay Lite’s busy, ceaseless tumults crowd 


The worid with etieis aud cares; a 
Yet though the -tou be wild aad leud, Ss 
No care, no grief is theirs. 





AN EXTRACT rrom toe Rev. Mr. WARE’S 
ADDRESS, 


ivered al the laying of th th “ 
Delivered e laying of the corner stone of the second Theirs is a solitady:too deep ‘ 


For earthly thoughts to break; ‘ 
Theirs too profound, too dark a sleep, 
For mortal power to wake. 


Congregational Unitarian Church in the City 


of New-York, considered. 


FxtrraAct:—“‘We lay this stone—in a belief of the 
christian doctrine of a resurrection from the dead, and 
ofa state of righteous retribution beyond the grave—in 
the belief that all they, who, according to the light 
they have, lead virtuous and devout lives, shall 
through the infinite mercy of God, declared in Jesus 
Christ be received to eternal life aud joy—and that 
the anjast—all they who despise the riches of the 
goodness —forbearance, abd long suffering of God shall 
be reserved unto the day of judgment to be punished.” 
Before | proceed to consider the abore extract. in| forever from “etern«! life and joy ?” 

justice to the address, in general, | wish to expressmy| ‘4thly. The extract ander consideration evidently 
hearty and cordial approbation of its sentiments, and makes use of the word, resurrection, and of the phras- 
my fervent desire that such liberal principles may ad- | &s infinite mercy of God, righteous retribution, &c. 
vance, and shed their salutary light on all miods, 
which are now groping in the darkness of illiberal 
opinions. 

The editor of the Christian Register, from which the 
above extract is taken, says; **To the sentiments de- 
divered on the occasion, every sincere and liberal 
Christian will cheerfully add his hearty amen.” 
Though the writer of this would wish to be consid- 
ered a “‘sincere and \iberal christian,” and though he 
can add, to most of the sentiments of the address, his 
hearty amen, yet he cannot to the seutiments of that 
part which is here to be considered, for the following 
reasons. 

Ist. The sentiment here held up excludes forever 
from the “infinite mercy of God, declared in Jesus 
Christ,” and from ‘eternal life and joy,” al) of the hu- 
mav family, who have ever deviated from a “‘virtuous 


Alike to them are joy and gleom, 
The miduight and the day ; 

The darkvess that involves the tenb, 
Vian may not chave away. 


Then let them rest beneath the sod, 
In peace and silence rest; 
They are protected by our God, 


And He shall make them blest, 
abled his creatures to compel him to exclude them ¢ 
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FEOM THE SAMEB.: 


en 


‘with as little caution and with as much carelessness LOSS OF FRIENDS, 
as idle children play with their most trifling toys.— 
Perhaps this. statement will be censured as illiberal, 
but if it be so, I candidly say, it is according to the 
‘light I have. 
| carefully observed the course in which the speaker 
directed his address. and was pleased, as | passed 
‘along, with the generous enlightened sentiments ex- 
| pressed, and was anticipating how he would manage 
when he shovld come to express the Unitarian faith 
respecting a future state ; and the moment | read the 
paragraph which | am now considering, | was satisfied 
that he was entirely in the dark in his ewn mind, and 
made use of such words and phrases as he thought 
‘were generally used on the Same subject, and got it off | 
‘his hand as quick as possible. Bot I never can add | And if on earth their lives were peace, 
| my “hearty amen” to treating such an infinitely weigh- | 


‘bhough earth’s abode so darksome bes 
avd devout life” in violation of the light they have | ty subject, in such a coniused manner. How infinite their blessedness, 
To conclude—l am ce:fident that the extract, on 


bad. When ! shall be enabled to add to this sentj- Wafted to heaven, to joy, to Thee t - 


: which these remarks are made, contains doctrine! = . . oo 8 
ment my hearty amen, | shall be able to add the same : . : 

; ‘ Lasoo if ; ARKIF . THIS CIT j 
amen to the endless exclusion of the whole human which the author himself does not believe, and which! MARRIED IN THI ITY, é 


In grief's deep sulitude, we turn 
To Thee, our God! and thence prefer 
The prayers of those, who doom’d to moutm 
Seek comfort trom the Comforter. 


Cea RAE 


Teach us to fee! that all is right, v 
Since all is guided from above ; | 
A father’s hand could never smite 
Bout with a Father’s gentle love. ' 


When friends depart —and hopeless woe 
The soul of sorrow seems ta burst 5 
Father! to Thee, to Thee they go, 
'o Thee, from whom they came at. fisst. 
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family, from “the infinite mercy of God, declared in| "° other Unitarian believes, For instance: No Unita- | By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr.. William Shepherd to send 
rian believes that David, in the case of Uriah, acted) 
according to the light he had, and yet a!) U_ itarians | 
believe that David will obtain ‘eternal life aud joy.” 
But the sentiment of the extract cerfainly excludes | 











Jesus Christ,” and from “‘eterual life and joy,” except 
those who have died in infancy, and natural idiots. — 
De Unitarians build all their hopes of the “infinite 
mercy of God, declared in Jesus Christ,” on their ep- 
tire conformity to the light they have? Let us then 
follow them to that grand trial, pursuant to which they 
believe a “righteous retribution beyond the grave” 
will be rendered. Here let the Unitarians come for- 
ward, in the resurrection state, and stand before the 
judge, from whore eye, not even the silent thought of 
the heart can escape, and let them be permitted to 
stute their claims to the “infinite mercy of God, de- 
elared in Jesus Christ,” and the ground of their hope 
of “eternal life and joy.” The answer is, All-seeing 
Judge, with our hands on our hearts. we appeal to 
Thee, that according to the light thou wast pleased to 


Mary Doak. 


By Rev. H. Ballou. Mr. John B. Lane, of Sanbon- 
ton. N. H. to Miss Elizabeth Hill, formerly.of Audo-* 
ver. & 
ped $iss At St. Paul’s Church, on Sunday morning last, by. 
David from eternal life and joy, if it does any of the! Rey, Mr. Blake, Mr. Samuel Richardson, of this cit,» 
human race... When will Unitarians learn not to con- to Miss Caroline Schetky, of Edeaborough, Seot- 
found the things of time with the thiags of eternity? | land. 

4.8% | In Situate, on the 21st inst. by the Rev. H. Balloty 


7 : : . | Rev. Massena Birthier Ballou, of Boston, to Miss Ma- 
ve Jews.-- the Papal Government has just restor- ity Sheffie'd Jacobs, of the former place. E 


ed, in all their former rigor, the jaws against the Jews | 
owe are obliged to dwell in the Jews Quarter (Ghet- Olkt IN THIS CITY, 
'to,} and even those opulent members of these tribes | W a wi ‘id of the - 
who have purchased houses in other situations, have | On Wednesday last, § eve Cary, ary, oo ws 
found their attempts to be excused obeying this order | late Rev. Samuet | ary, of this city, aged iM rag ee 
all in vai. They are ordered to wears particular | Mr. John Hadey, 47. Mrs. Haonah Wilkins, wile | 
mark of distinction--the men a yellow covering onthe , of Mr. Abijab- Wiikins, 56. 

upper part of their hats, and the women a yellew rib | Mr. Jonathan Houghton, jr. 61. 
bon on their breast. —Centined. 35. Mr. Samuel Kingaian, 30 
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Mrs. Ruth Gaulty. 
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